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Sermon Discussion Notes
1. Are you more likely to act without thinking or think without
acting?
2. What part of the message spoke to you the most?
3. What are the lessons from Abraham’s and Rahab’s
examples? When has your faith been put to the test? What
happened? In what way should the lifestyle of a Christian
verify their faith? At what point is someone relying on their
works for salvation?
4. What are some things that people do because they are
afraid of God?
5. When have you risked something out of faithfulness to
God, where the consequences were great? When have you
played it safe?
6. There are people in our lives that we enjoy being with,
regardless of the activity. Are there moments in your life
when you feel like you are pleasing God out of compulsion
versus because you are simply enjoying your relationship
with Him? Talk about a time when you were satisfied with
God even though you may not have benefited in earthly
terms (in fact, you may have suffered).
7. Faith without works is dead. Does this verse confuse,
remind, motivate, or concern you? Do you think James
wanted you to have one of these reactions in particular?
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Discussion Questions on the back.

Join a sermon discussion Life Group! For a list of times and
locations go to http://calvarymanteca.org/ministries/lifegroups/
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“A person is justified by works
and not by faith alone.” (v. 24)
✦ Gets our attention, and we get it.
✦ Shows an ethnic communication style.
✦ Paradox can be a comfort. It’s not a contradiction.
✦ The teachings of James and Paul go together.

Same Point, in different words
Example

v. 14
vs. 15-16

Same Point, in different words
Example

vs. 17-18
v. 19

Same Point, in different words
Example

v. 20
vs. 21-23

Same Point, in different words
Example

v. 24
v. 25

Same Point, in different words
Example

v. 26b
v. 26a
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Dead faith

Living faith
is merciful.

shudders in fear.

is led by love.

v. 14

vs. 15-16

v. 19

vs. 17-18

is all talk,
no action.
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Dead faith

Living faith
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Dead faith

Living faith

Dead faith

Living faith

is a foolish waste.

is ready to
sacrifice it all.

can’t be verified.

stays with you.

v. 20

vs. 21-23

v. 24

v. 25
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Dead faith

10

Living faith

is disintegrated.

flourishes in any
environment.

v. 26

Maturity in Jesus Christ means

Voluntary affection
and

voluntary obedience

v. 26
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Our Priorities
Evangelizing the lost.
Mentoring those who need your experience.
Caring for those in pain and in need.
Training in righteousness.
Sacrificing your time, treasure and talent.
Praying for God’s best.
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